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BIG IDEA: We avoid deception by defending, displaying, and discerning 
the truth.   
 

I. Defend the truth 
 
2 Corinthians 11:1 | 1 I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear 
with me! 
 

A. Defend the truth with jealousy 
 

2 Corinthians 11:2 | 2 For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you 
to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 
 
Ephesians 5:25–27 | 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 
 

2 Corinthians 11:3 | 3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his 
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to 
Christ. 

 

B. Defend the truth of the gospel 
 
2 Corinthians 11:4 | 4 For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than 
the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you 
received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you 
put up with it readily enough. 

 
1 John 4:1–3 | 1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the 
Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 

 

II. Display the truth 
 

A. Display the truth faithfully 
 



2 Corinthians 11:5-6 | 5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to 
these super-apostles. 6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in 
knowledge; indeed, in every way we have made this plain to you in all things. 
  
1 Corinthians 2:1–5 | 1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you 
the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 
trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God. 

 
B. Display the truth humbly 

 
2 Corinthians 11:7-11 | 7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you 
might be exalted, because I preached God’s gospel to you free of charge? 8 I 
robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. 9 
And when I was with you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for the 
brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will 
refrain from burdening you in any way. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this 
boasting of mine will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia. 11 And why? 
Because I do not love you? God knows I do! 

 
III. Discern the truth 
 
2 Corinthians 11:12-15 | 12 And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine 
the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same 
terms as we do. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is 
no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will 
correspond to their deeds. 

 
Acts 20:29-30 | 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 
 
 

Benediction | Jude 24-25 
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 
before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and 
now and forever. Amen. 


