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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP

Last Sunday, Pastor Ken taught us from 2 Corinthians 3:1-11 that God enables us to minister the

life-giving message of the gospel.
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:6

This Sunday, Pastor Jason Finley will preach a sermon entitled “Behold the Glory of the Lord”

from 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:6. As you prepare your heart for our worship service, let this devotional

from Milton Vincent direct you to “the most powerful agent of transformation available to

mankind” – the glory of God in the gospel of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
 

Reflect: “Big Brains and Diseased Hearts”

The glory of God is the most powerful agent of transformation available to mankind. It is so

powerful that it transforms those who merely gaze upon it. The Apostle Paul gives personal

testimony concerning this stunning fact. “But we all,” he says, “beholding as in a mirror the glory

of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

From Paul’s testimony I learn that if I wish to become all that God wants me to be, I must behold

His glory each day.
 

But where do I find God’s glory to behold? Indeed, the glory of God is revealed throughout all of

Creation (Psalm 19:1; Isaiah 6:3), but the Bible indicates that, outside of heaven, the glory of God

in its thickest density dwells inside the gospel. It is for this reason that the gospel is described in

Scripture as “the gospel of the glory of Christ” and “the gospel of the glory of the blessed God” (2

Corinthians 4:4; 1 Timothy 1:11). Consequently, as I habitually gaze upon the glory of the Lord

revealed in the gospel, I can know that actual deposits of God’s very glory are attaching

themselves to my person and transforming me from one level of glory to another (2 Corinthians

3:18). This transformation is deep and abiding, and unfadingly displays the glory of God to

others (2 Corinthians 3:13).
 

“Transformed by Glory,” in A Gospel Primer for Christians, by Milton Vincent
 

 

Sing: Song List for Sunday

1. “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms,” by E. A. Hoffman

2. “Singing in the Victory,” by Austin Stone Worship

3. “Behold Our God,” by Sovereign Grace Music

3  |  SUFF IC IENT  IN  CHR IST



SERMON NOTES
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SUFF IC IENT  IN  CHRIST

B e h o l d  t h e  G l o r y  o f  t h e  L o r d
2  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 2 - 4 : 6

We are neither able nor willing to behold the glory of the Lord. 

True life is unattainable.

God’s supernatural rescue is not in response to what we do.

We can only behold God’s glory and experience true life in response to what

God does.

Big Idea: True life results from beholding the glory of the Lord.
 

I. Our Unsettling Dilemma

 

     A. Veiled Hearts (3:13-15) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

B. Hopeless Future (4:3)  

 

 

 

C. Imitation glory (4:4)  

 

 

 

 

II. God's Supernatural Rescue

[13] not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the

Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being

brought to an end. [14] But their minds were hardened. For to this

day, when they read the old covenant, the same veil remains

unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. [15] Yes, to

this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.

[3] And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are

perishing.

[4] In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
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SUFF IC IENT  IN  CHRIST

B e h o l d  t h e  G l o r y  o f  t h e  L o r d
2  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 2 - 4 : 6

Declare the Gospel

Display the Gospel

A. God Unveils Hearts—We Turn to the Lord (3:14,16)

 

 

 

 
 

B. God Indwells Believers—We Experience Freedom and Transformation

(3:17-18)

 

 

 

 

C. God Shows Mercy in Christ—We Show Mercy in Christ (3:12, 4:1-5)
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[14] But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the

old covenant, the same veil remains unlifted, because only through

Christ is it taken away.

[16] But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.

[17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is

freedom. [18] And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of

glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

[3] And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are

perishing.

[1] Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose

heart. [2] But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We

refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the

open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's

conscience in the sight of God. [3] And even if our gospel is veiled, it is

veiled to those who are perishing. [4] In their case the god of this world

has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. [5] For

what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with

ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.
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SUFF IC IENT  IN  CHRIST

B e h o l d  t h e  G l o r y  o f  t h e  L o r d
2  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 2 - 4 : 6
 
 

     D. God Shines Light into Our Hearts—We Behold His Glory in Christ (4:6)

 

 

 

 

True life results from beholding the glory of the Lord.

 

 

Doxology

1 Timothy 6:15-16

 

 

 
 

[3] For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone

in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jesus Christ.

[15] he who is blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and

Lord of lords, [16] who alone has immortality, who dwells in

unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To

him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
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SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Read 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:6. What is one truth about God that you are clinging to

right now from the sermon or from your personal devotional time?

What does it mean to 'behold the glory of the Lord'? Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. What

does Paul say is the result?

What keeps non-Christians from beholding the glory of the Lord? What keeps

Christians from beholding the glory of the Lord?

Do our current circumstances change the way we behold the glory of the Lord? How

may we practically behold the glory of the Lord (personally and together)?

 

 

 

 

 

O B J E C T I V E S

D I S C U S S

Pursue growth together.

Care for and connect with one another.

True life results from beholding the glory of the Lord.

1.

2.

3.

In light of this passage, what is one act of obedience the Holy Spirit is calling you

toward this week?

Is there one burden you need help shouldering?

What is one prayer request you have for personal renewal?

 

 

For larger groups, consider using Zoom breakouts for the following questions

leading into smaller group prayer time. If using Zoom, you may want to type these

questions into the chat.
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DAILY WORSHIP GUIDE
For Individual or Household Worship

M O N D A Y ,  M A R C H  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0

What do you think it means to “behold” something?

What is the result of “beholding the glory of the Lord?”

Who is responsible for our transformation into the image of Christ?

How can you “behold” the glory of the Lord this week?

Praise God for giving us unveiled hearts allowing us to behold Him in His glory. 

Ask him to continue transforming you to reflect His character in your life.

TRANSFORMED BY THE GOSPEL

Having been brought into relationship with God by His mercy through Jesus, we

now as God’s new covenant people have direct access to behold God’s glory with

new hearts. Now, with unveiled hearts, we not only experience God’s glory with no

barriers, but we also are being transformed by the gospel into His image.

 

READ: 2 Corinthians 3:18

 

PRAY

 

SING: “Behold Our God,” by Sovereign Grace Music
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DAILY WORSHIP GUIDE
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For Individual or Household Worship

T U E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0

What reason does Paul give for his ministry (v. 1)

What does Paul declare (v. 2, 5)?

How does Paul display the gospel (v. 2, 5)?

How may the Lord use you this week to declare or display the gospel of Christ?

Praise God for showing mercy to you. 

Pray for hearts of love for others, allowing you to seek ways to declare and

display the gospel.

DECLARE AND DISPLAY THE GOSPEL

All who have been shown God’s mercy desire to show God’s mercy to others.

Here, Paul explains our call is not merely to declare the gospel with words nor is it

to only display the gospel in love and service. Faithful ministers declare and

display the gospel.

 

READ: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6

 

PRAY

 

SING: “Let Your Kingdom Come,” by Sovereign Grace Music



DAILY WORSHIP GUIDE

For Individual or Household Worship

W E D N E S D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 0

When Isaiah says, “light,” to what is he referring?

What do you think it means to describe some as “people of darkness” or

“people of light?”

Can you be a person of both light and darkness? Why do you think the Bible

uses these descriptions?

Praise God for shining the light of His glory into our hearts through Jesus.

THE MIRACLE OF GOD'S SHINING LIGHT

Paul explains that the same power of God in creation is the power in His new

creation work through salvation. His glory shines most brightly through the

gospel, where we see His righteousness, justice, and mercy on the cross.

 

READ: 2 Corinthians 4:6, Isaiah 9:2

 

PRAY

 

SING: "Shine, Jesus Shine," by Graham Kendrick
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DAILY WORSHIP GUIDE
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For Individual or Household Worship

T H U R S D A Y ,  A P R I L  2 ,  2 0 2 0

How does David describe his struggle (v. 1)?  How can you relate?

List the phrases David uses to describe the characteristics of God.

Look up the word “behold” in a dictionary. Now, write your own definition of

“behold” based on what you have learned from Scripture this week.

Confess your anxieties to the Lord.

Ask God for grace to be comforted in His glorious presence through your trials.

BEHOLDING GOD IN DIFFICULTY

Facing great hardship, David clings to the Lord as his hope and refuge. We can be

satisfied in the midst of struggle and hard times as we behold the glory of the Lord

—most vividly portrayed in the gospel.

 

READ: Psalm 63

 

PRAY

 

SING: "Psalm 63," by Shane and Shane



DAILY WORSHIP GUIDE
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For Individual or Household Worship

F R I D A Y ,  A P R I L  3 ,  2 0 2 0

What does our perseverance through difficult times reveal about God (v. 7-12)?

Describe the future for all who trust in Jesus (v. 16-18).

How do our present trials compare to our heavenly future?

Thank God for confidence in our future resurrection from the dead because He

has raised Jesus from the dead. 

Pray for eternal perspective - the ability to keep your eyes fixed on eternal glory

with Jesus.

What encourages you in this passage? 

What new thoughts stand out to you in this passage?

HOPE IN THE ETERNAL AND NOT THE TEMPORAL

Though we are afflicted and struck down, we have an eternal hope that

strengthens us to press on in the faith. Our hope is found in God’s eternal glory and

not temporal circumstances.

 

READ: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

 

PRAY

 

SING: "On Jordan's Stormy Banks," by Indelible Grace

 

 

 

 

This weekend, continue reading this passage alongside the "Prepare for Worship"

article in preparation for Sunday's worship service. Consider the following

questions as you read.

T H I S  W E E K E N D ,  A P R I L  4 - 5 ,  2 0 2 0


